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Shashank Peshawaria recounts his experience 


ence held at Le Havre, France 

sel चष या It was just by chance that I looked at the Main Building 
जरग | eel Notice Board — the board which I don’t look at usually, or 
if I do, only to check the time table — and saw the details of 
the programme arranged by SciencesPo, and sent in my ap- 
plication to France as soon as possible, not knowing whether 
I would actually get a call and get to attend the summit, at 
the Sciences Politique Europe Asia Conference (SPEAC). 
Now I realize how Dame Fortune works! 

SPEAC was a five-day programme for students from a 
select few high schools in Europe and Asia, intended to 
engage students in rigorous workshops, and to involve them 
ह । ^ i J in the discussion of international issues and regional differ- 
ences. We — Saadman Chowdhury, Ashvath Kunadi, Nilesh 
Agarwal and I — were to represent our School for the first 
time at the summit. And so, on April |l, we left the School, 
escorted by Mr. Piyush Malaviya. We reached Paris in the afternoon of the |2th. The weather was cold, the wind, cutting. 
And we were all wearing half-sleeved shirts and long shorts, along with chappa/s — an attire most inappropriate for the 
weather. Lina, a Korean student at SciencesPo, had come to the airport to receive us and escort us till Le Havre. The train 
journey from Paris was of about two hours that passed as if they were two minutes, and we didn’t realize when it was 
night and that we were already in Le Havre. We had a brief glimpse of the well-lit bridge of Normandy before we 
checked into our hotel and met the team of organisers. So went the first day. 

We woke up next morning with the news that delegations from the host country; from Singapore, Germany, China, 
Malaysia, Korea, and a few other countries, had arrived. Our formal wear went a long way towards giving us an 
appropriately serious look, and we were all ready in time (this was only the first day, we were always late otherwise). We 
were served a typically French breakfast of coffee and croissants; since Nilesh didn’t get the kind of vegetarian diet he 
wanted, he thought it better to start socialising, using his Ipod to make everyone listen to A R Rahman hits. Saadman 
towered above a group of short Indian girls from Ahmedabad, while Ashvath, PMV and I sat quietly and savoured our 
meal. 

The opening ceremony of this year’s SPEAC was held in the university's main building. Shwarz Thierry, the Dean of 
SciencesPo, interacted with us and invited everyone to a photo-shoot. The first conference started in the afternoon. Dr. 
Errol D’Souza, a consultant to industry, the banking sector, UNDP, ILO, and government, talked about the trade and 
financial matters of Europe and Asia. The conference was interesting as it involved some really important issues like the 
delocalisation of production processes due to transnationalization and the emergence of India and China as significant 
economies. We appreciated the lecture all the more for having prepared ourselves earlier in School. 

The workshop was interesting and it came as a surprise that none of us from School were in one team. We were 
divided among groups of eight students and were given topics entirely different from the ones we had been told about. 
This was challenging. Ashvath and I participated actively. In our first workshop, we were to prepare a commentary on an 
subject that we had been given. For the second, we were to speak without research. For our workshops, we were given 


F ७ 
F rench Connection at the Sciences Politique Europe Asia Confer- 
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an hour to prepare and present our debates or analyses. 

Each new day saw us attend yet another thought-provoking workshop. Dr Morgane Cheve, a professor of 
economics at the University of Le Havre, discussed the problems of globalization and environment. It is true that while 
thinking of increasing economic growth, the environment has been affected adversely and intensive industrial and eco- 
nomic activities have caused uncontrollable urbanization. Dr. Cheve’s speech acknowledged this, and was brilliantly 
structured and prepared. 

After the workshops and conferences, we all watched Seven Years in Tibet, starring Brad Pitt. The movie — they said — 
was banned in China as it was offensive (that was visible even on the faces of the Chinese delegates!) and showed a brutal 
China taking over a small, powerless Tibet. After watching the movie — while it was raining — we went back to the hotel 
in taxis that cost us an arm and a leg. 

The next day we attended a conference on the issues of drug trafficking, human organs market and sex tourism. 


(contd. overleaf) 
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ra) Regulars 


BOWLED OVER 


The following are the results of the Inter-House 
Cricket Competition 2009: 


Seniors Juniors 

lst Oberoi Ist Hyderabad 

2nd ‘Tata 2nd Oberoi 

3rd Kashmir 3rd Tata 

3rd Jaipur Ath Jaipur 

4th Hyderabad 5th Kashmir 
Well done! 


6 C 9 TIC 
CHOP’ STICKS 
The School hockey team played Welham Boys’ School’s 
B-team on April 28 and won 2-l. Nikhil Sinha and Piyush 


Gupta scored one goal each. 


The Doon School Second XI played the Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy Academy and won -. The Doon School 
Team had players from the Second XI and the Junior 
School Team. Goals were scored by Abhishek Gupta , 
Ashray Patel, Aditya Gupta, Ranjai Sodhi, Lakshit Joshi 
and Yuv Vir Khosla. 


The School Hockey Team played against Welham Boys’ 
School in the semi-finals of the 5th Kandhari Memo- 
rial Tournament. At the close of play, the score was 2- 
2. The Doon team lost in the penalty shoot-out 


Well done! C 
IH CHEss 


The following are the results of the Inter-House Se- 
nior Chess Competition 2009: 
lst Kashmir 
2nd Oberoi 
3rd Tata 
4th Hyderabad 
5th Jaipur 
Congratulation 
ATTENTION! 
The following are the results of the Inter-House PT 
Competition, 2009: 


Seniors Juniors 

lst Tata Ist Jaipur 

2nd Jaipur 2nd Kashmir 
3rd Kashmir 3rd Tata 

4th Hyderabad 4th Hyderabad 
5th Oberoi 5th Oberoi 


The PT Gong was awarded to Jatpur House for the 
second year in a row. Congratulations! 











a Opinion Pol 


Do you think that the heat justifies shifting 
Games’ time to a more appropriate hour? 









No 43% 






(347 members of the School community were polled) 


Next Week’s Question: Would you like morning 
toye to replace P.T. in order to prepare for the Trials? 





(contd. from page 7) 

Roumen Boyadjev, Executive Director of United Nations 
International Association against Drug Trafficking and Drug 
Abuse, questioned the need for legalising drugs and their 
trade. We all discussed our own experiences of knowing 
people who had a drug habbit. We talked about the open 
drug trafficking in the European states. After the confer- 
ence and the workshop, we visited Fe Camp, a town neat 
Le Havre. We saw the gothic Palace Benedictine, where the 
famous liqueur is distilled, and the Beaux-Arts Museum. 

The next day, we went to the City Centre, where, at the 
City Hall, we had a workshop on issues regarding culture, 
belief and gender in Asia. Since it was out last workshop, and 
the results were to be disclosed at night, all of us made a 
concerted effort to speak well. After that, we all went our 
separate ways. It was lunch time, and about twelve of us — 
three Singaporean girls, four French girls, a French boy, Nilesh, 
Kunadi, Saadman and I — visited a restaurant where we were 
served crepes. Post-lunch, we went shopping and window 
shopping, buying macaroons, chocolates, clothes and souve- 
nirs, or just eyeing the displays behind the glass panels of the 
Louis Vuitton and Ferragamo stores. Nilesh, whom we called 
our ‘Mr. Melaram’, was always busy taking photographs, and 
I was always persuading him to take more and more. 

It was evening and we were all supposed to dress up 
for the Gala Dinner. This was what we had all been waiting, 
The girls wore formal gowns or pant-suits, while we were 
all accoutred in tuxedos or shirts and trousers. At seven in 
the evening, we were all ready. We met in the CCI, a build- 
ing in the vast SciencesPo campus. In one corner, there 
were arrangements for speeches and musical performances, 
and in another, there were tables which were so beautifully 
prepared for the dinner that it seemed as if some French 
senators were going to dine there. Three forks, three plates- 
one on top of the other — and three knives were immacu- 
lately laid out. Three glasses were placed for each person — 
one to contain sparkling water, the other to be filled with 
normal, distilled water, and another small one for juice. We 
all had dinner while Anna, a French delegate, sang a French 
song, and Zohair, an Indian boy, played the guitar. 

After the dinner was over, the results were announced. 
I was adjudged Best Speaker on Environment first and 
then was called again as part of the team that was adjudged 
best. Ashvath was also part of a team that was adjudged 
best on another topic. After that, a few awards were given 
out for fun. I was adjudged the cutest boy of SPEAC 
2009. PMV sat in one corner and kept smiling, After that, 
we all danced for a while. Nilesh and Saadman danced in 
Bollywood style and gathered other people also in their 
group, while I - since I had earlier asked her to - danced 
with a Singaporean girl. 

Thus concluded SPEAC 2009. The next day, we took a 
train to Paris and visited the Louvre where the Mona Lisa 
really disappointed me. Perhaps my expectations had been 
too high! And on top of that, PMV and I had gotten lost. 
PMV phone had also run out of battery. So, locating every- 
one consumed a lot of time. The next day, we did the sights 
of Paris with a vengeance: the Eiffel Tower (though not to 
the top), Champs Elysees, and of course, the mandatory 
boat ride on the Seine. The blurred, black and white photo- 
graph in my C form history book of the gothic cathedral 
Notre Dame materialised before me in concrete form. 

Strange that my Parisian ramblings concluded where once 
the history of Paris itself had begun — the He de la Cité! 
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भारतीय प्रौद्योगिकी संस्थान, 
नई fecon-6] 

प्रणाम, शुक्ला सर। 
आशा करता हूँ कि आप स्वस्थ होंगे। मुझे यह बताते हुए 
अत्यंत गर्व महसूस हो रहा है कि मैं एक सत्र के लिए 
भारतीय प्रौद्योगिकी संस्थान (आई0 आई0 टी) में 
अध्ययनरत हूँ। दरअसल, मेरे जीवन के सफर में ऐसा मोड़ 
आया कि वह मुझे अपनी जन्मभूमि, ऐतिहासिक शहर, 
दिल्‍ली वापस ले आया! मेरे विश्वविद्यालय ने विनिमय के 
अंतर्गत कुछ लोगों का चुनाव किया और हमारी पसन्द के 
अनुरूप एक से दो सत्र के लिये दुनिया के विभिन्न 
विश्वविद्यालयों में: पढ़ने के लिये भेज दिया। मेरा आई0 
आई0 do आने का कारण था कि मुझे कुछ अलग चाहिये 
था। daz, जहाँ पर दुनिया के हर मुल्क के लोग और 
संस्कृतियाँ पायी जाती हैं, वहाँ पर रहने के बाद मुझे पता 
चला कि दुनिया के हर विकसित देश का चाल चलन काफी 
हद तक एक जैसा ही है। नाना प्रकार के भोजन और लोग 
तो वैंकुवर में मिल ही जाते हैं, और मेरा प्रयास भी रहता है 
कि मैं उनके साथ विचारों का पूरा पूरा आदान प्रदान करूं, जो 
मैं अक्सर करने में सफल भी रहता हूँ, लेकिन अगर कहीं 
कुछ अलग था तो वह था भारत। 
स्कूल में बारहवी तक जो ango आई0 dio का चित्र मेरे 
आगे था, असलियत उससे विपरीत थी। यहाँ भले ही मुझे 
विश्वस्तरीय आधारभूत ढाँचा तो नहीं मिला लेकिन 
विश्वस्तरीय दिमाग ज़रूर मिले। यहाँ की सुविधाएं, पूरी तरह 
आवासीय संस्थान होने के बावजूद, बहुत अच्छी तो नहीं 
लेकिन काम चलाने के लिये पर्याप्त SI 
यहाँ के कार्यालयों में भी वही सरकारी दफ्तर की तरह काम 
करने और काम निकालने का खेल चलता रहता है, वही 
लालफ़ीताशाही, वही छोटे छोटे कामों के लिये लिपिक की 
खुशामद. करना इत्यादि। मैं यहाँ विद्युत अभियांत्रिकी 
कार्यक्रम से जुड़ा हूँ और संयोग से मेरे हर पाठ्यक्रम के 
प्रोफेसर बहुत ही अच्छा पढ़ाते हैं। लेकिन यहाँ के विद्यार्थी 
बहुत कम पढ़ते हैं, फिर भी अच्छे अंक लाते हैं। यहाँ का 
जीवन स्कूल की दिनचर्या से काफी मेल खाता है। खेल, 
नाटक और वाद विवाद आदि में अंतरावासीय प्रतियोगिताएँ 
होतीं हैं। हर आवास का अपना भोजनालय है।। पढ़ाई तो हर 
कॉलेज में होती है लेकिन ज्ञानी लोगों के साथ, उनकी संगत 
में जो सीखने को मिलता है, वह ज्ञानं बहुत ही विशेष है। 
आई आई do परिसर का माहौल मुझे उतना प्रेरणादायी 
नहीं लगा। अगर कोई नियम या कार्य ठीक नही लगता तो 
छात्र - छात्रायें अपना मत प्रशासन तक पहुँचाने की ज़हमत 
नहीं उठाते। हाँ पढ़ाई को लेकर सभी निष्ठावान हैं। मस्ती भी 
यहाँ जमकर होती है। लोहड़ी के दिन में और मेरा एक मित्र 
वॉर्डेन का स्कूटर लेकर एक धोल वाले को बुला लाये और 
खूब जमकर धमाचौकड़ी मचायी। लोगों में प्रतियोगी भावना 
भी कूट कूटकर भरी हुई है। यही भावना कभी कभी एक 
गलत रूप लेकर बाहर आती है जैसे किसी के पूछने पर न 
बताना या जलत बता देना आदि। 
ango आई0 do का अगर आज मान है तो वह इसलिये 
क्योंकि यहां के लोग बहुत बुद्धिमान हैं और यदि अगर ऐसी 
अक्लमन्द जनता को अगर एक जगह एकत्रित किया जाये 
तो सब एक दूसरे से काफी कुछ सीखते हैं। 
मेरे यहाँ आने का मुख्य उद्देश्य था यहाँ के तंत्र को 
समझना, लोगों से विचारों का आदान प्रदान, थोड़ी मस्ती 
और अच्छी UsTel, जो कि काफ़ी हद तक सफल भी हो रहा 
है। 
यहाँ मैने एक काली एटलस साइकल खरीद ली है और 
प्रतिदिन कक्षा उसी पर बैठकर जाता हूँ (सुदर्शन की साइकिल 


की काफी याद आती है।)। जल्द ही आप सबसे दूरभाष पर 
सम्पर्क करू TTT | 

आपका, 

दीपांश चौधरी (ex-498 K ’06) 

(शिवांक सिंह ने इस बार श्रीमती सायरा बानो, जो कि 
पिछले छब्बीस वर्षों से पुस्तकालय में कार्यरत हैं का 
साक्षात्कार लिया। साक्षात्कार के महत्वपूर्ण अंश यहाँ, दिए 
जा रहे हैं) 

आप स्कूल में इतने वक्त से हैं, आपने काफी बदलाव देखा 
होगा? इस बारे में कुछ बताइए। 

जीवन में बदलाव तो होते ही हैं। पहले भी सब ठीक था और 
अब भी ठीक ही है। जहाँ तक मुझे याद है, जिस समय 
मिस्टर रामचन्दानी हैडमास्टर थे, हम उनसे इतना: 
औपचारिक होकर बात नहीं करते थे, जो मसला होता उन्हें 
साफ साफ बताते Fl जब मैं 983 में स्कूल में आयी तब में 
I7 साल की थी। पिछले छब्बीस सालों में इतने बदलाव हुए 
कि उन सब को गिन पाना और याद कर पाना भी मेरे 
लिए काफी मुश्किल काम है। 
पुराने समय की क्या क्या स्थितियाँ आप को याद आती है? 
पहले पुस्तकालय के प्रभारी मिस्टर डेविड थे। वे अपने कार्य 
की ओर पूरी तरह समर्पित Al वे हमारी बातों को सुनते, 
देखते और यहाँ तक की हमारे लिये लड़ते भी। ऐसे गुण हर 
मनुष्य में नहीं होते S| पहले के मुकाबले आज-कल बच्चों में 
भी बदलाव आ गया है।पहले बच्चे अधिक बात चीत करत 
थे, परंतु आज-कल उनसे बात करने के अवसर बहुत कम 
मिलते हैं | यहाँ से जाने के बाद भी बच्चे याद रखते हैं, यह 
इस स्कूल के बड़ी खास बात है। आज भी जब मैं कुछ 
पुरातन छात्रों से मिलती हूँ तो वे कहते हैं कि आप वैसे की 
वैसी ही हैं। 

स्कूल में किसी ऐसी घटना के बारे में बताइये नो आपको 
अभी भी याद ÈI 

एक बार जब सोनिया गांधी स्कूल में आयी तो मिस्टर मेसन 
ने हमें बुलाया और सोनिया जी से मिलवाया। मेरी उनके 
साथ अकेले फोटो खिचवाने की बहुत इच्छा हो रही थी। दूसरी 
ओर से लोग कह रहे थे कि वे इतनी बड़ी हस्ती हैं,अगर 
फोटो के लिये पूछा तो कहीं नाराज़ ना हो जाएं। परंतु इन 
सब बातों पे ध्यान ना देते हुए मैंने हिम्मत जुटा कर उनसे 
एक फोटो के लिये पूछ ही लिया। किस्मत ने साथ दिया और 
वे मेरे साथ फोटो खिंचवाने के लिये तैयार हो गई | मैं आज 
भी इस घटना के बारे में सोचकर बहुत खुश होती हूँ। कई 
बार मैने बच्चों को किताबें चोरी करते हुए भी पकड़ा है, पर 
ये बातें ऐसी हैं जिन्हें याद रखने की जणह भूल जाना ज्यादा 
अच्छा होता है। 

आपका स्कूल में कैसे आना हुआ / 

मैं जब ii0t कक्षा में थी तब रामचंदानी सर ने मुझे बुलाया 
और लाईब्रेरियन का काम करने को कहा। मैं 7 साल की 
उम्र से लाईब्रेरी में काम कर रही हूँ । वैसे मेरी रुचि लाईब्रेरी 
से अधिक पढाई में थी। 

जब आपने अपना काम आरम्भ किया तब स्कूल में बच्चे 
आप जितने बड़े थे, तो कैसे सँभालती थी आप, उन्हें? 
मैं उन्हें सँभाल लेती eft मैं अपने काम को बहुत गंभीरता से 
लेती हूँ | मैं काम और मस्ती को एक दूसरे से अलग रखती 
हूँ। इसी कारण मैं बच्चों को सँँभाल लेती थी। 

आपको स्कूल के प्राति क्या विचार È और आगे आप क्या 
करना चाहती हैं। 

अब तो मैं यहीं से रिटायर हो जाऊंगी | स्कूल ने मेरी बहुत 
मदद की èl यहाँ मुझे अलग -अलग लोगों के साथ काम 
करने का मौका मिला। बस मैं यही चाहती हूँ कि स्कूल हर 
क्षेत्र में अव्वल रहे। 





STRIKING THE GONG 


The Inter-House PT com- 
petition took place on Mon- 
day, April 28. Two and a half 
months of zealously practised 
PT had to be displayed in a 
mete fifteen minutes. The PT 
leaders could be seen in front 
of the CDH, lining up with 
their squads and motivating 


sij The Chief Guest, the IG 
of Police (Law and Order), 

Ram Kumar Meena, took his place with PBR and DKS 
in the pavilion, ready to witness the 735 PT Competition. 
The first House to come onto the field was Tata , 
whose senior squad put up an incredible performance. 
Under Jai Sharma’s lead- 
ership, it seemed to 





PT was started in School 
In 935 with 70 boys wha 
could easily be divided 
inte two squads and 
taught by two qualified 
masters. In 2936, the 
number increased to I88 
boys and help had to be 
taken from other masters 
to fake the squads. By 
now the senior boys were 
seventeen or eighteen 


make no errors. The 
fall-in was more or less 
perfect and even the 
first exercise started re- 
markably. Besides a few 
miscounts, their coordi- 
nation made the chances 
of their being victorious 
even more evident, es- 
pecially after witnessing 
the sitting exercises. The 
junior squad, on the 
other hand, did commit 
some mistakes that were 
noticeable in their table, 
which eventually led to 


years old and it was 
thought that they could 
be made more 
responsible. Leaders’ 
training classes were the deduction of their 
started in 938, The points. The next House 
leaders were examined by “2S Hyderabad. The 


officers from the IMA and 
put in charge of PT. 


senior squad’s fall-in was 
not very impressive and 
it was clear that this 
formed an impression on the minds of the judges. 
Though the exercises were well executed, they lacked 
Tata House’s precision. Similarly, the junior squad wasn’t 
quite getting their movements in time and even their fall- 
out cost them valuable points. Following the Nizams 
was Oberoi House. The House, known for its attention 
to detail, was expected to be the most impressive. How- 
ever, their table was not executed with the required clini- 
cal exactness. There were instances where the squad was 
not following the marker and was turning in the wrong 
direction in certain exercises. Kashmir House came on 
next. The senior squad began impressively but once again, 
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tance: K.C.Maurya 


Kanishka Malik and Arifeen Chowdhury report 
on the recently-concluded PT Competition 


several miscounts and disorders hindered their efforts. 
The junior squad, on the other hand, performed bril- 
liantly. Their timing was up to the mark and their fall-out 
was notable. The spectators also pointed out that both 
the PT leaders commanded their squads admirably. 
People had already begun predicting the results un- 


til Jaipur अं नाप किया आय कि 
2P- Military Academy presented a bell 
peared on the The D 5 
field. The se- ० The Deon School at Assembly 
nior squad 0M Friday, May 24, /4#37, He ex- 
lacked coor- Pressed the hope that the sound of 
dination in the the bell would be a symbol of the 
beginning but spirttef harmony and goodwill ex- 
their perfor- isting between the School and the 
mance in the IM4. The Headmaster, Mr. A E 
latter half was Foot, thanked the Commandant 
laudable - The ond announced that the bell would 
juniors were yg presented as a trophy to the 


appreciated . H PT 
PP TCC “winners of the Inter-House PT 
for their tim- 


House 


ing and firm Competition every year. 
movements and it was then that many boys started 
changing their predictions about who would take home 
the PT Gong. 

The event ended with Sumer Boparai, the School 
PT Leader, addressing the gathering. He acknowledged 
the mass participation of many Sc formers in this year’s 
event. The Chief Guest, in his speech, reminded every- 
one that discipline and order is important not only in 
PT but in all spheres of life as well. Finally, the results 
were announced. As expected, Tata House emerged 
victorious in the seniors’ section and Jaipur House 
bagged the Junior Cup. Jaipur House won the Gong 
for the second year running. Once again, we can say 
that this year’s Inter-House PT Competition maintained 
the standard of the event. 


House Count 


The number of times each House has won the 
Gong 


lr times 
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